Provo City police patrolman El- 
vin Braman said four people in- 
volved a head-on crash on Canyon 
Road early Saturday morning 
were lucky to have escaped seri- 
ous injury. Braman said Kelly Le 
Fevere, 26, of Provo, the driver 


No Serious 
/6 Marl? 86 seen Harald 


of a southbound 1976 Plymouth 
walked away from the scene of 
the accident following the head- 
on crash in the northbound lane 
of Canyon Road just north of 2200 
North Street. Braman said the 
driver turned himself into police 


about two hours later, and the 
officer said the accident is still 
under investigation and citations 
had been issued as of Saturday. 
Driver George Brown of Blanding 
and Marian Goldtooth, 21, of Pro- 
vo and her 3-year-old daughter 


Injuries in Head- On 


were injured in Brown's north- 
bound vehicle, said officer Bra- 
man. Those injured in the crash 
reported around 1:30 a.m. were 
taken to Utah Valley Regional 
Medical Center, and treated for 
cuts and bruises. 
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Citizen's Group 
Seeks Truck Ban 
In Provo Canyon 


By PATRICK CHRISTIAN 
Herald Staff Writer 


mobil Fa aa con- 


cerned with traffic accidents in 
Provo Canyon is convinced a ban 
of large trucks in the canyon is a 
real possibility. 

The group met Tuesday night to 
organize their ban-the-truck move- 
ment. 

Members also want Provo Can- 
yon to be designated a scenic route 
and want more funding for im- 
proved canyon highway signs and 
more police enforcement. They are 
also calling for a safer pedestrian 
and bicycle route in the canyon. 

Members conducted their first 
meeting, comprised of mostly Pro- 
vo Canyon residents or those who 
commute through it, Tuesday at a 
residence in Vivian Park. 

“It was mostly an organizational 
meeting said Jerry Zenger of Mid- 
way who commutes daily through ' 
the canyon to his businessin Orem. 

Zenger was named chairman of 
«the group that decided Tuesday 
night to call itself, Citizens for a 
Safe and Scenic Canyon. à 

Those who attended the meeting 
included, Jerry Zenger, Midway; | 
Brook Adams, and Debbie Pyne, 
Vivian Park: Nila Tandy, Spring- 
dale; Karen Judkins and Amy and 
Petér Crowley, Sundance, and 
Keith Haines of Orem. 

“We basically laid down a plan 
of attack by outlining three, 
points,” said Zenger. 3 


Jerry Zenger 


“ “The first point is we want the 


canyon designated as a scenic 
route. 

“And our second point is we 
want semi-trucks banned and want 
more funding for improved high- 
way signs and more police enforce- 
ment in the canyon. 

“A lot of people have told me 
they think it is impossible to ban 
trucks since the canyon is a feder- 
al highway and the trucks pay so 
much taxes. But we think it can be 
done, and we will never know for 


sure unless we try,” 


Zenger said the group's third | 


point calls for “appropriate safety 
measures for pedestrians and bi- 
eylists.” 

The chairman said that the first 

of three public meetings to discuss 
the three points is scheduled Tues- 
day at 7:30 p.m. at Sundance. 
Zenger said the second meeting 
will be in Heber and the third 
meeting will be in Orem. 
_ Zenger said at the public meet- 
ing more points will be heard and 
may be adopted, but he said Citi- 
zens for a Safe and Scenic Canyom 
want to limit their proposal to no 
more than five points. 

“There are other alternatives for 
truckers,’ Zenger said. “If truck- 
ers want to get from Heber to 
Provo which is 28 miles through 
the canyon they can instead to 
through Salt Lake City which is 96 
miles from Heber to Provo, That's 
fu 68 un farther or a little 
over an hour longer. Some 
think it takes Luce 200 les 
farther, but it doesn't.” 
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By Scott D. Pierce 
Deseret Nevvs correspondent 


PROVO CANYON,— A group of Provo Canyon residents — including | 


the area's most famous resident and the parents of an accident victim 
— joined together Tuesday and came away determined to see truck 
traffic banned from their stretch of U.S. 189. 

Robert Redford and Lhomond and Barbara Jones, whose daughter, 
son-in-law and three grandchildren were killed in the canyon March 10, 
were three of about 40 people who turned out for the meeting. 

“We feel that semitrailer-truck traffic must be stopped in the can- 
yon,” said Jerry Zenger, chairman of Citizens for a Safe, Scenic Canyon. 
“The road is obsolete and inadequate.” | 


Brooke Bogus, another member of the group, said, “It's not the truck ` 


drivers — it's the condition of the road. The way things are, it's just not 
safe.” \ 


The organization came up with several additional uch, — desig- 
nating the canyon a scenic route or a state park, increasing the number 
of warning signs and police patrols — but members agreed the first 
order of business had to be making the highway off limits to semis. 

“Let's close it down to trucks,right away,” canyon \resident Ken 
Westphal said. “How many of your sons are you willing to give up in the 
next 10 years while we're waiting for something to be done?” 

While concerns were expressed about car traffic as well as truck 
traffic, those in attendance agreed banning trucks would alleviate 
much of the problem. 


“Pye never picked up a dead trucker,” David Bailey, a paramedic in 
Provo City, said. “And I've never seen a car that's been at fault when it 
tangled with a truck.” 


Members of the group were spurred into action by the deaths of five 
members of the Lee Smith Barker family, whose car collided with a 
truck in the canyon earlier this month. 


“I am, first of all, concerned about saving lives and not; having to 
walk into the emergency room and see five bodies,” said Craig McAr- 
thur, a resident of the canyon and a local surgeon. “The impetus for this 
meeting was five dead bodies. That’s your leverage. With an emotional 
issue like that, we can get people aroused and get something done.” 


Group members met at Sundance, and received support from their 
host, Redford. Pin: A 


“Its clearly a concern to us here at Sundance, not only for our 
children’s inheritance, but for the safety of the residents in the canyon,” 
Redford said. “T'm particularly pleased to see this group her'e, and to 
lend my support.” 

Those in attendance did not favor the construction of a four-lane 
highway through Provo Canyon. Redford said a study done by Brigham 
Young University in the early 1970s was “quite comprehensive, and it 
clearly showed there was not a reason for the (four-lane) road, but there 
was a need for an improved road? | 


But members were not willing to wait for improvements to the 
highway. “It seems that if somebody from the Department of Transpor- 
set lived on this road, there'd be a lot less problems,” Jeri Gardner 
said. 4 
` The group was told that banning truck traffic from Provo Canyon 
would be difficult. 


. “They (Utah Department of Transportation officials) say we're up 
against a very uphill climb,” Bogus said. “Probably if we have a whole 
bunch of signatures it would make them more sympathetic.” 

‘The meeting was the first of three public hearing the organization 
plans. The group plans to meet Tuesday in Heber and April 8 in Orem, 


nè 


Robert Redford 


By PATRICK CHRISTIAN 
Herald Staff Writer 


Sundance resort owner Robert | 


Redford threw his support behind 
Citizens for a Safe Scenic Canyon 
Tuesday night during the first pub- 
lic meeting of the organization 
demanding changes to make Provo 
Canyon safer. . 

UDOT District 6 superviser C.V: 
“Skip” Anderson said recently 
UDOT expects funding for the next 
stage of road work in the canyon 
by June 15 or October 15. The work 
would widen the highway to four 
lanes from the end of the latest 
project to above Bridal Veil Falls. 

The organization was formed in 
wake of a March 11 Provo Canyon 
traffic accident involving a semi- 
truck and an auto which killed Lee 
and LaRhea Barker and three of 
their children, all of Wyoming. 


(See CANYON, Page 4) 


` (Continued from Page 1) 


> Redford and more than 40 other 
“people at the meeting considered 
pas to seek a scenic highway 
lesignation for Provo canyon or go 
@ven-farther and push to make the 
canyon a state park, a proposal 
“soligüt in the late 1970s by Redford. 
‘Around 1978, the film star was 
fighting a Utah Department of 
“Transportation plan to reconstruct 
‘fe-canyon highway. 
‘= Also considered during Tuesday's 
‘meeting was a stop-gap proposal to 
improved highway signs. 

Some at the meeting called for a 
sign warning high-speed traffic 
traveling on the recently improved 
four-lane section near the mouth of 
the canyon that the stretch quickly 
merges into two lanes near the 
curve where the Barker family 
died. 

“Until the road is improved, 
don’t you think we need a flashing 
light there,” said Ruth Watkins, 
one of those at the meeting. 

Also discussed were suggestions 
for increased law enforcement, a 
lowered speed limit and a designat- 
ed path for bicyclists and pedestri- 
ans. 

Perhaps most radical, is a pro- 
posal for banning large trucks 
from the canyon, a position op- 
posed by two Orem truck drivers 
who attended the Tuesday meeting. 

Truck drivers Larry Johnson and 
Lee Farnsworth said they have 
driven the canyon frequently in 
large trucks and have never been 
involved in an accident. Farn- 
sworth said he would organize 
truckers if a truck ban proposal 

ined momentum. The two truck- 
ers said they supported other 
suggestions to improve canyon 
Safety. 
> Also at the meeting, was Mrs. 
“Rhea Money Jones, the mother of 


e 


Mrs. Barker who died with mem- 
bers of her family in the March 11 
accident. The Provo woman made 
a brief, tearful plea that something 
be done to make the canyon safer. 

“The proposals are not etched in 
stone,” Jerry Zenger said of the 
group's proposals that include the 
complete truck ban, scenic route, 
improved enforcement, better 
signs and accomodations for bi- 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

“I don’t know what a scenic 
route is,” said Neil Bullock. 

“As I understand it from talking 
with the highway department, it 
basically means billboards could 
not be placed in the canyon with 
that designation,” said Brook Bo- 
gas, who helped moderate the 
meeting. 

“How realistic is banning 
trucks,” asked Jerry Gardner? 

Bogas said the organization be- 
lieves it's a possible, and suggested 
that at least the group might win a 
partial ban during some hours. She 
also suggested slower speed limits. 

Jane Allen, whose family owns a 
canyon development called Canyon 
Meadows, said originally the ah 
Department of Transportaion's 
plans for an improved canyon road 
included major re-routing of the 
highway and “giant bridges. ` 

Redford told the group that un- 
der the concept, “That a perfect 
road is a straight road,” UDOT 
officials in the late 1970s proposed 
a grand-scheme, 8-lane highway. 

UDOT is now planning a three- 
staged improvement to a four lane 
highway. 

Redford said in that earlier bat- 
tle, he lent his support with a 
citizen's group that oppossed a 
major highway re-alignment, after 
the group claimed it could not get 
highway officials to listen to them. 

“Quite literally, there were bull- 


dozers poised at the mouth of the 
canyon,” Redford said. He claimed 
UDOT was just “going to do it,” 
«without any substantive public im- 


put. 

Redford said he approached a 
forest service official and a state 
senator to help him get the canyon 
designated a state park, but said it 
didn't happen. a 

Redford said UDOT agreed to a 
bike path, but he said it hasn't 
happened so far. 

UDOT commissioned a Brigham 


” Young University study on the can- 


yon, Redford said. It suggested an 
improved two-lane highway was 
more appropriate than a grand 
scale highway, but Redford said 


UDOT did not accept those conclu- | 


sions, 

Creig McArthur, who said he was 
a former truck driver and now a 
surgeon, suggested that immediate 
focus be concentrated on quick 
solutions that will save lives. He 
said he helped extract a truck 
driver Jan. 15 from the wreckage 
of his truck. The driver died. He 
also said he saw the bodies of the 
Barker family at Utah Valley Re- 
gional Medical Center. 

“If we want to save lives, we've 
got to stop trucks right now and 
must stop joggers and bikers or 
they will be killed too. 

Bogas said the canyon group has 
experienced difficulty in getting 
information from UDOT officials. 
Redford added that in the late 
1970s battle UDOT based part of its 
justification for a grand-scheme 
highway on traffic figures taken in 
July 4 holiday traffic survey. 

Daniel Davis, a Provo attorney 
with a cabin at Sundance, said if 
the group runs into roadblocks on 
regular political avenues, that a 
law suit historically gets the atten- 
tion of government officials. 
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Speed the Problem 

In,Ganye 

nu 
Editor, PA 78 4 
The comments made concerning Provo 
Canyon and the big trucks have been very 
controversial and interesting. 

T would like to agree that the truckers 
are getting too much blame. This isn't 
fair. 

I am a retired bus and truck driver — 
plus 20 years as a police officer, and I 
would like to make a comment. 

These accidents will never end until our 
‘Utah State Road people and our very 
powerful EPA can sensibly and peacefully 
get together and plan and complete a new 
road in this area. Until such time we have 
to live with this problem, so for now if the 
speed were sharply curtailed, especially 
between Deer Creek dam and the mouth 
of Provo canyon, I believe, with a 100 
percent stepup from our law enforcement 
people such as Utah Highway Patrol and 
County Sheriffs Department, backed up 
by our now too lenient court system, this 
could at least partially help this matter. 

I believe if it were possible to examine 
the records for the past 30 to 40 years, 
that we would see that most of these 
accidents are caused by too much speed 
by the trucks, cars, motorcycles, etc. 

The records would also show many of 
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these accidents were one vheicle, one | 


driver accidents with no big trucks in- 
volved at all. I know it is true we cannot 
control some bad weather conditions that 
will occur from.time to time, but I do not 
believe it is fair at all to try in any way to 
ban the trucks. a 1 

If everyone concerned will pledge his 
and her full cooperation, I would bet the 
problem would improve at least 75 per- 
cent. 

The bottom line is very, very simple: 
Cut down on the Speed Speed Speed by 
just about everyone who travels up and 
down Provo Canyon. , 

An extra 10 minutes time.from Heber to 
Orem and vice versa vvould help. 

Glen Newman 
605 E. 700 N. 
Pleasant Grove 


Group Backs ` 
Safety as Ist 


- Consideration 


By J.J. JACKSON 
Herald Staff Writer 


An organization demanding changes to make 
Provo Canyon safer Tuesday put some distance 
between itself and Robert Redford. 

“We are not a front-committee for Robert Red- 
ford,” said Jerry Zenger, president of the Citizens 
for a Safe, Scenic Canyon, during a public hearing 
Tuesday at Orem Junior High. 

Some voices at the meeting continued to blame : 
trucks for the lack of safety on U.S.-189 through’ 
Provo Canyon. Others wondered what will be done 
for fishermen, joggers and the bicyclists. 

Some wanted slower speed limits to be imposed. 

And, of course, there were still the truckers 
defending themselves, noting other vehicles are just 
as dangerous as trucks. 

But before turning the floor over to input from 
the audience, the citizens group set the record 
straight on what it represents — and what it doesn't 
represent. y .. 

It isn't a front group for Redford and isn't a, 
Çu of puppets for environmentalists, Zenger indi- 

ed. 


Nor will the group block road construction plans 
for U.S.-189, he said. “We support improvement and 
we are not attempting to stop or block improvement 
of the highway.” 

Zenger also noted his group has already obtained 
a measure of success in its efforts to increase road : 
safety in the Provo Canyon. One of the early goals 
set by the citizens' group was to get more warnin, 
signs placed along U.S-189. niñ. 


==] Provo Canyon 


. "retaining the beauties of the canyon and retaining 


Now, the Utah Department of Transporation has» 
placed larger merge signs and curve-warning signs | 
at the corner just before the Claimjumper Reseed 
rant. 

The citizens’ group allotted much of the meeting 
time to UDOT officials, allowing them to explain the | 
proposed changes. ` j əd 

“The best way to improve traffic safety in the 
canyon is to improve the road,” said Wayne Winters, - 
a state transportation board member. In addition to 
improving safety, he said, UDOT will also be 


the recreational concerns of the canyon. n 
Joel Hall, UDOT's District Six pre-construction - 
engineer, outlined plans that included calling for: 
retaining walls in seven location, the largest being 
30-feet high. r 
In some places, U.S.-189 is to be moved from its ` 
present road bed. Going past Bridal Veil Falls, for. 
example, the road will be moved up and to the north, : 
further away: from Bridal Veil. ; 
Hall said this will provide a better view, but he | 
conceded it may also increased the jeopardy of snow | 
slides hitting the road. While some snowslides have | 
cascaded down Bridal Veil, others have been known | 
to shoot down the mountain on the opposite side of 
the road. Pes Mo 
The hearing was the last of three sponsored by 
the citizens’ group. 
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People, Not Trucks, 


Cause Road Accidents 
Editor, Herald: “77 448€ 

I have been following the comments 
concerning the “banning” of heavy trucks 
and big loads from Provo Canyon. 

I believe that the newspaper reporter 
was leaning heavily in the direction of 
sensationalism when he used such adjec- 
tives as “teetering, careening, skidding 
cargo-dumping ... But then I realize that 
his job is to sell newspapers. 

As I continued to read the flow of 
responses that poured in concerning the 
canyon, I began to realize that the prob- 
lem is really not with big trucks, but 
rather with the speed of the vehicles that 
travel the canyon. Like Glen Newman, 
I've been driving the canyon for over 25 
years both professionally and as a motor- 
ist. The canyon is indeed beautiful. And I 
feel that a newer safer highway will not 
hurt the beauty of the existing canyon. 

Personally, I have never had a problem 
with the canyon. Even the narrow bridge 
at Rotary Park has not been too bad. 
What has given me fits while driving 
through the canyon are people in cars that 
are in such a hurry. It simply comes down 
to this: people cause accidents, not roads 
or cars! u. 

When driving, the average lay motorist 


uses a mentality closely akin to a retarded 
chicken. The average driver istil to get 
from point A to point B as quickly as 
possible with no regard to weather, road 


or traffic conditions. 
Phil Kresge 


Orem 


Nan 
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